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to be the twenty-eighth patriarch in apostolic succession
from Gautama.   He spent nine years of his life in China
(527-536 A.D.) in the Shao Lin monastery  near  Loyang.
He did not gain much popularity, but earned the reputation
of being the 'Wall-gazing Brahmin'.   Mahayana Buddhism
at the time of Bodhidhanna leaned on external supports.
When the Emperor Liang Wu ti, who lived in Nanking,
explained to Bodhidhanna how he erected buildings and
encouraged literary work to further the progress of Bud-
dhism and secure for it a sure foothold among the common
people,   Bodhidhanna   replied:   'These   are all  outward
things which are of no benefit.   The truly valuable things
are attained only by that inner purification and enlighten-
ment which comes through quiet reflection and meditation/
The Absolute is beyond all expression.   When Vimalakirti
asked Manjusri about the doctrine of non-duality as reveal-
ed by a bodhisattva, Manjusri replied: 'As I understand it,
the doctrine is realized when one looks upon all things as
beyond every form of expression and demonstration and as
transcending knowledge and argument.   This is my compre-
hension. May I ask what is your understanding?* Vimalaklrti
remained silent   Silence is the proper mystic response.   The
new insight which the Buddha attained under the Bo-tree, he
tried to pass on to his followers.   Bodhidhanna taught that
the experience of immediate insight is  what one should
acquire through methods of meditation and concentration.

Bodhidhanna interprets the Mahayana view as the
account of a process which is to be unfolded in the heart
of man. He explains that there are universal truths under-
lying the mystical imagery. These spiritual truths are not
contingent on scriptural authority or popular worship. The
kingdom of heaven is in the heart of man. Bodhidhanna
does not attach importance to the attractive imagery of
Amitabha's paradise or the legendary histories of the Buddhas
and the bodhisattvas. The Buddha is to be found not
in images or scriptures but in the heart of man. He avoided
image worship and condemned the evils of priestcraft^